
This note describes the sighting of an adult male Kashmir 
Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra, at the birdbath in my home 
garden at the Indian Institute of Science (henceforth, IISc), 

Bengaluru (13o01’N, 77o34’ E), Karnataka, India.
As a part of my routine to maintain the birdbaths in my home 

garden at IISc, Bengaluru, I watered the ornamental hibiscus and 
ixora bushes surrounding the birdbaths at about 1140 hrs on 10 
October 2013 and went back to my hideout near my kitchen 
window. While I was observing the usual guests, the Oriental 
White-eyes Zosterops palpebrosus and Cinereous Tit Parus 
cinereus in one of the smaller birdbaths, a Kashmir Flycatcher 
[102-103] appeared all of a sudden from one of the bushes. 
I was sure that this was a new bird at the birdbath and started 
observing it. It went back quickly into the bushes and again 
appeared in a nearby tree for a brief time without giving me 
an opportunity to photograph it. It continued this hide-and-seek, 
for about ten minutes, and eventually parked itself on the rim 
of the big birdbath. I immediately began recording it in video. It 

started looking around, flicked its tail up and down, and possibly 
felt safe in the area. It jumped to its right along the rim of the 
birdbath, and plunged into the birdbath, on top of the leaves of 
the water lily. Then it came out on the rim and hopped back and 
forth on the rim of the birdbath. Suddenly it decided to seek the 
company of the white-eye and the tit, and jumped on to the rim 
of the smaller birdbath, where the Cinereous Tit was bathing, and 
the white-eye perched on the other side of the rim. For a split 
second all three birds formed a nice triangle on the rim of the 
small birdbath. After this brief encounter, the Kashmir Flycatcher 
disappeared into the bushes. The entire episode on the birdbath 
lasted for about a minute. There was no further sighting of the 
bird after that. It was presumably on its passage southwards to 
Kerala or Sri Lanka. I have uploaded the entire video at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7E1TUIOs30&feature=youtu.be.

Grimmett et al. (1998), and Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) 
display distribution maps that show its winter population in Sri 
Lanka, with isolated records in the Western Ghats, perhaps most 
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102. Kashmir Flycatcher at author’s birdbath in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
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103.  Side view of Kashmir Flycatcher at author’s birdbath in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

A sighting of the rufous-bellied Hawk-eagle Lophotri-
orchis kienerii from the Palni Hills, Tamil Nadu
Recently, we went on a brief trip to Perumparai, Palni Hills (c. 
1000 m asl). On the morning of 7 November 2012, around 
9.00 am, we had the good fortune to get a good view from 
a clearing, of an adult Rufous-bellied Hawk-eagle Lophotriorchis 
kienerii soaring above us. The bird was seen for over five minutes 
in good light and we could see all the field-marks clearly. We also 
managed to get a record shot of the bird before it disappeared 
behind a hillside.

The habitat over which the bird was noticed was mainly 
moist-deciduous but had been converted into plantations of 
coffee, pepper, and other minor commercial crops. Though the 
canopy cover was intact and continuous, with patches of remnant 
vegetation, there were also a few settlements. However, there 
were some good forest patches also within a few kilometers’ 
radius of Perumparai, including scrub, dry- and moist-deciduous 
and semi-evergreen vegetation.

The Rufous-bellied Hawk-eagle, though widespread over 
South and South-east Asia, is quite uncommon, particularly in the 
Western Ghats (Grimmett et. al. 1998; Naoroji 2006). Published 
reports from Tamil Nadu are rare. There have been just two 
earlier records of this species from the Palni Hills (Nichols 1944: 
“Kodaikanal - seen by S. K. Bunker”; Lockwood 2006: “Bombay 
shola in July 2006”), both from Kodaikanal, around 2000 m asl. 
In view of the paucity of reports, we thought this sighting was 
worth reporting.
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of them concentrated around the Nilgiris. The status of the bird is 
listed as Vulnerable (Rahmani 2011; BirdLife International 2014), 
with passage records from Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and 
south-western Tamil Nadu. There are no reports of its presence 
in Karnataka, on the Internet forums like www.indiannaturewatch.
net, www.orientalbirdimages.org, or email group, “BngBirds”, and 
hence this is perhaps the first confirmed report for Karnataka.
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